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Brief Summary of Unit (including curricular context and unit goals):

This unit is designed to let students discover the makeup of the government they are apart of as well as

structure of other societies' governments. The students will gain understanding of the Constitution and Bill of

Rights and will also understand how the Constitution and Bill of Rights effects the Rights of the citizens living in

America. This unit will examine major legal court cases, in which the rights of citizens have changed as an

outcome. Students will understand why rights change and how they change as a result of landmark court cases.

Students will experience as well their role in government. They will learn how citizens are effected by government

and can also participate within government.
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Stage 1: Identify Desired Results.

4 N\
Established Goals: @

Maine Learning Results: Social Studies . B. Civics and Government.

B2 Rights, Duties, Responsibility and Citizen Participation in Government. Grades 9-Diploma.

"Contemporary United States, 1961-present”

Students understand the legal rights, the civic duties and responsibilities, and roles of citizens living under other
forms of government in the world."

- J

What understandings are desired?

e N
Students will understand that: (U]
*Government Bodies around the world are different.
*The government they are apart of has a distinct form and function.
«Citizens in America have a role with government.

\ J

What essential questionswill be considered?

e N\
*Why do different cultures form different forms of government? @
*How does the government that you are apart of function?

*What is the relationship between the government and the people?

\ J

What key knowledge and skillswill students acquire as a result of this unit?

4 N

Students will know: Sudentswill be ableto: @
Important Events: 1776, Founding fathers, Roev  *Compare and Contrast a foreign government's structure to their
Wade, Brown v Board or Education. own government's structure.

*Vocabulary: Bill of Rights, Constitution, * Explain the difference between the Bill of Rights and the
Authoritarian Regime, Constitution.

Monarchy, Constitutional Monarchy. * Participate in some way with their government (write a
Timelines: Important Court Cases legislative document, work with a lobby or non profit, contact a

representative, etc.).
* b. Evaluate the relationship between the government and the
individual as evident in the US constitution, Bill of Rights, and
landmark Court Cases.
« lllustrate how our rights have remained the same changed or

N\ adapted through history. J
* Explain a court case in history, the incidents leading up to the
rase and how the case channed the rinhte of citizens in America
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Stage 2: Deter mine acceptable evidence.

What evidence will show that students understand?

Performance Tasks* (Summary in G.R.A.S.P.S. form): 0

Performance Task (Summary in G.R.A.S.P.S. form): (T)

Goal: Be able to identify similarities and differences between our government's structure and another country's
governmental structure.

Role: You are a CIA operative who must infiltrate another country, discover how their government functions and
what is the structure of the government.

Audience: | am the president of America, the class is my top advisors.

Situation: You are attending a top secret meeting with the president and his top advisors at the White House. You are
there to present your findings so the president and advisors can determine how best to organize their plan of attack to

take over the other government.

Product/Presentation: You will be expected to create a video diary of your trip and present it to the president. The

video will cover the differences and similarities between the country that you explored on you trip and America.
Standards (criteria from both rubrics): Your video is expected to be the presentation so it needs to be clear and cover
the necessary information from the list on the rubric. It will be judged separately on the requirements of the
technology component and the presentation of the information. The information being presented must be was
accurate and clear, cite certain number of sources, hit the key ideas as stated in the rubric, and be of a certain time
limit. The video must be a good example of a technology project, have an overall attractiveness of the project, have
clean mechanics and editing, and be an original and unique piece of work.

*Complete a Performance Task Blueprint for each task (next page).

Other Evidence (quizzes, tests, prompts, observations, dialogues, work samples, etc.):

/Other Evidence (OE) @
* Visual Aids. Their video will be an example of what they have learned .
* Pre presentation quiz. This quiz will be to understand how much they understand about their country. It will

be short answers.

* Presentation Quiz. Each student will be asked to create a question from their presentation to ask the class
during the presentation quiz at the conclusion of the presentations. Students will have taken notes through the
presentations and can use the notes on the quiz. The teacher will also be taking the test. If the teacher and a
majority of the class does not know the answer then that question will be dropped from the test. Each
presenter will create a question.

- J

Student Self-Assessment and Reflection:

4 Self-Assessment (SA) @\
« Blog. They will be required to complete blog 3 blog entries about how the research is going/what they

have learned so far, information about putting the project together and a conclusion blog after the

completion of the project.

« KWL chart: for students to record what they know, what they want to learn, ans then what they learned

once the lesson is over.

* Self-Grade Rubric - Students will assess their own work based on the same rubric as the instructor.

- J
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Assessment Task Blueprint

What understandings/goals will be assessed through this task? G
Governments have a distinct form and function. ME Learning Results Social Studies/ Social Sciences.
b2.

What criteria are implied in the standard(s)/understandinegajdless of the task specifics? What
gualities must student work demonstrate to signify that standards were met?

Government Citizen Participation

Through what authentic performance task will students demonstrate understanding?

4 L R
Task Description:

You are a American CIA operative. You have been invited to a secret meeting in the White House with the
President of the United States and his/her top advisors. This group Is trying to determine the best way to take over
different countries but first need background information on these countries.. You have just returned from a secret
mission to another country where you needed to discover the differences and similarities of that country and the
United States. You kept a video diary which shows your travels and describes what you discovered. You will be
expected to present this video to teach the president and advisors about the country you visited. You will be scored
on the information from the video, how creative the video was, how long the video is, what sources you discovered,
and how attractive it it.

- J
What student products/performances will provide evidence of desired understandings?

Media Visua': imovie imOVie Pl’esentation

By what criteria will studentproducts/performancebeevaluated?

4 N c 0ot N

« Oriqinali 0 « Content 50%

Originality 40% « Sources 10%

* Attractiveness 30% *Major Ideas 30%

« Mechanics 10% * Time limit 10%

« Technology Component 10%

* Images 10%

\ J U J




| Stage 3. Plan learning experiences and instruction. '

Consider the W.H.E.R.E.T.O. elements. G
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